
The hidden power of the

Rosary
Just how powerful is the Rosary? It won the Battle of Lepanto in 1571! When Pope Saint Pius V learned the
mighty Muslim navy was preparing to invade Italy, ultimately aiming to conquer Europe and annihilate the
Christian faith, he asked Christians to pray the Rosary. Just before a decisive battle at sea, the winds shifted,
and the ragtag Christian fleet decimated the much larger and more powerful Muslim fleet. The Feast of Our
Lady of the Rosary on October 7 commemorates the very date that Our Lady’s intercession brought about
the victory.

In more recent history, the Rosary is credited with saving Brazil, Portugal and Austria from the evils of
Communism.

In early 1964, Brazil was within days of falling to Communism when the archbishop of Rio de Janeiro,
Cardinal Jaime de Barros Camara, broadcast radio appeals for prayer and penance. “The response of
Brazilians rose and rose until it culminated in a vast march of 600,000 Rosary-praying women in Sao Paulo
on March 19,” according to Our Lady of Fatima’s Peace Plan from Heaven. On April 1, the Communists
fled the country, many of them bound for Cuba. And when Communism came to power in Portugal in April
1974, a national Rosary crusade reportedly yielded pledges for a million Rosaries! About 18 months later, in
November 1975, the Communist government relinquished control.

The battle of the beads in post-World War II Austria, however, was especially long and hard-fought. As they
had done in Germany, the Allies divided Austria into four occupied zones, with the Soviet Union having
jurisdiction over Lower Austria. Its oil fields, farming and factories made it the nation’s wealthiest area.
The Austrians soon realized the Soviet Union had plans for a permanent takeover.

Recognizing the correlation between prayer and freedom, and between godlessness and war, Austrian priest
Father Petrus Pavlicek, OFM Cap., launched the Crusade of Reparation of the Holy Rosary in 1947.
Catholics flocked to the confessional, and by 1955, an estimated 500,000 Austrians – about 10 percent of the
population – had pledged to pray the Rosary daily. Later that year, in the Marian month of May, the Soviet
Union suddenly agreed to pull out. It’s reported that not one shot was fired!

(from an article by Marian Amberg about the Cenacles of Life movement)

Twice a year the State Council gathers together to pray the rosary. We take this
opportunity to make a public statement of our support of Mary (our patroness) and of our
faith in her Son. The Living Rosary is not only for knights and their families but is open to
everyone and we ask that councils promote attendance in their local parishes. As the above
stories show, the more people we can get praying the Rosary, the more we can accomplish.

Remember the date and spread the word.
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